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St ry of the Union Depot

Built in 1923 to serve
passenger and freight
railroad for the upper
Midwest. At its peak, the
Depot served more than
200 passenger trains
daily.

Located in downtown St.
Paul’s historic Lowertown
area, a vibrant
neighborhood along the
Mississippi River just 1
mile south of the State
Capitol.




‘which owns the former
track areas, expanded into the

ﬁghe concourse for storage.






HERITAGE PRESERVATION DISTRICT

Roots in the River

Mississippi River traffic gave Lowertown its name

in the 18408 when northbound steamboats unloaded
goods and passengers at Saint Paul’s “Lower Landing”.
A ravine cut through the steep river bluff above

the landing, creating a natural path that became
Jackson Street. This route provided access for
thousands of settlers who disembarked here on their
way~to new homes throughout the Upper Midwest.

After the Civil War, steamboats quickly gave way
to railroads which could carry more freight

in summer and in winter, when ice blocked the river.
As rail lines linked Saint Paul with the East

and penetrated west into the prairies, Lowertown
became a rail center. Neighborhoods disappeared
as expanding rail yards filled the flood plain along
the river and Phalen Creek valley to the east.

The grandeur of the Union Depot marks the high
point of rail transportation in Saint Paul early

in the twentieth century, while the surrounding
warehouses remind us of Lowertown’s importance
as a warehousing and distribution center.

Saint Paul Heritage Preservation Commission, 1991




. 2003 — A second
;__;-';_"-'-.;;; ‘study tackled logistics
- of the redevelopment.
~ The conclusion: The
~current Depot site

- could form the heart
~ of a multi-use

- transportation center
- featuring Amtrak,

- commuter rail, Ilght
~rail, high- speed rail,
inter- -city buses and
Metro Transit

- services.
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Transitway
System

Figure 4 - 2

Transitways on
Dedicated ROW
Tier 1

Northstar
Northwest

Cedar Avenue
1-35W

Central

Tier 2

Red Rock
Rush Line
Southwest

#r Transitways on Dedicated ROW
“. Express Commuter Bus System

August 2004
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The Vision for the Union Depot

Commuter Rail
« Red Rock Corridor
 Rush Line
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For More Information

- Kathryn DeSpiegelaere, Director
Ramsey County Regional Rail Authority
(651) 266-2762
kathryn.despiegelaere@co.ramsey.mn.us
WWwWw.co.ramsey.mn.us/rall

« David Block, Chairman
LOCATE Task Force
(952) 423-1268
blockthree@charter.net
www.co.ramsey.mn.us/rail/UnionDepot




